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                     -- over two centuries of serving faithfully -- 

 

 

Reflections:  Recovery Journal 

        I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the 

depths. When I felt secure, I said, “I will never be 

shaken,” but when you hid your face, I was dismayed.  

To the Lord I cried for mercy.  Weeping may remain for a 

night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. (Psalm 30) 

      Life can change in a moment.  And in a way I never 

expected.  How blessed I am to anticipate a full 

recovery, and to have had as short and comfortable a 

down-time as I've had.  For those who face a much 

longer and tougher road back, and for whom life will not 

be quite the same as before, these reflections may be 

even more fitting. 

        If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But 

pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  

(Ecclesiastes 4).  I'm grateful for each of your prayers at a 

time when I knew I needed all the divine help available.  

Monday morning the surgeon showed me the before and 

after x-rays.  I told him, I'm amazed at what you could 

do.  He said, We had some luck. This could have been 

much worse.  I said, There were a lot of people praying 

for me!  From my wife's care each day, the emergency 

squad lifting me off an icy curb, the surgeon's skill, the 

nurses' kindness, the therapist's coaching, and your 

prayers and calls and cards, I felt each as a net of hands 

raising me up. 

        What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a 

little while and then vanishes.  You ought to say, “If it is 

the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that.”  (James 3).     

Depending on others, patience through restless nights, 

feeling too achy and weak to concentrate, throwing away 

a month of plans, seeing how weak the body can be, all 

strengthens the humility muscles.  But continuing the 

things I can control – continual thankfulness at gradual 

improvements, simple daily disciplines, pushing myself 

to follow instructions – these are part of endurance. 

        Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but 

rejoice that your names are written in heaven.  (Luke 10)  

There are few rewards like doing our best with a task 

related to our calling, and sensing the Lord's smile.  But 

grace means that our Father loves us whether we are 

vigorously serving or when we are sleeping.  Or 

recovering and receiving.  Wherever we are along the 

journey, including some places we'd rather not be for 

long, we are at peace to be part of God's family.  Where 

humility and hope and wisdom and endurance are part of 

God's grace to us.     
                                --Pastor Dick 

Sundays in March  --  10:30  Worship 

  1    Get Off the Fence   (Matthew 12) 
  8    Complete the Cycle             (Luke 6) 
15    Patrol Your Passions    (Matthew 5) 
22    Check Your Bags     (Matthew 7)          
29    Come, Dine with Me  (Matthew 16) 
         
        Coffee House  –  Friday, 3/20,  7:00 

Coffeehouse is off to a great start this year!  We've 
featured our very own John and Diane, as well as our 
one of our favorite guest artists, Pastor David Rude. 
Looking ahead, our aim is to continue with great 
featured performers, and to continue to enjoy the ivory 
tickling of Pete, and the varied sounds of Alex and Emily. 
Apologies for forgetting to play a polka at the February 
Coffeehouse.   

 
        Men's Breakfast  –  Saturday, 3/14,  8:30 
 
Missionary Update  –  Southeast Asia 

        Dear Hamburg Family, 
We're back from Asia!  We traveled to Malaysia to meet 
with our teams / families who came out where the 
Coronavirus began.  Although their province has not 
been hard hit, they have been under quarantine at their 
housing complexes. 

 

It had been awhile since they were able to meet 
together, talk, fellowship and debrief from the stressful 
situation  and it was a timely gathering for everyone. In 
the midst of this we were able to talk freely about their 
works, vision, and trusting the Father for continuing on 
when they return to their homes.  

 

We appreciate prayer for them, as they face much 
uncertainty regarding the stability of where they are 
living right now and no one knows how long this will 
continue.  We know the Lord is in control of all things 
and He will use this to bring many to Himself.  

 

As more people join our company we are often asked to 
share at their fellowships and meet with their sending 



 

 

leaders.  We have a busy spring ahead of us as we travel 
to partner with them and build these relationships! 

 

Thank you so much for partnering with us and for all of 
your prayers and gifts for us and the ministry!  
 In Him,   Julieann and Greg Allen 


